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Julie Snyder has been the guid-

ing force behind two of the 

most successful ventures in 

audio broadcasting: she is the 

co-creator of the podcast Seri-

al, which debuted in October 

2014 and has been download-

ed more than 175 million times, 

making it the most listened-to 

podcast in the history of the 

form; and for many years, she 

was the senior producer of the 

public radio show This Ameri-

can Life, which is heard by more than 4 million listeners each week.

Julie Snyder began working at This American Life in 1997 – almost from its incep-

tion – and along with host Ira Glass, has set the editorial agenda for the program, 

winning four Peabody Awards along the way.  She has produced many of This 

American Life’s most enter taining and memorable episodes, including “24 Hours 

at the Golden Apple,” and “Notes on Camp.” In addition, she has also headed the 

program’s most ambitious and topical programs, notably episodes covering the 

wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, health care reform, and urban violence in Chicago.

In 2013, Snyder began talking with her This American Life colleague Sarah Koenig 

about trying something new: making a show that doesn’t follow the usual format of 

a different story every week, but instead making a show where they would cover 

one story over the course of an entire season.  At the time, smart phone tech-
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“In the normally low-profile 

world of podcasting, “Serial” is 

a certified sensation—a 

testament to the power of 

great storytelling. It’s quickly 

become the most popular 

podcast in the world, accord-

ing to Apple, and the fastest 

to reach 5 million downloads 

and streams in iTunes history. 

“Serial” is the top podcast in 

the U.S., Canada, the U.K. and 

Australia, and in the top 10 in 

Germany, South Africa and 

India

 — Wall Street Journal
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nology was making podcasts more accessible for the public and the on-demand 

nature of podcast listening meant listeners could follow a story in a serialized way, 

following each chapter of the story as it unfolded week by week.  The format was 

appealing to both Koenig and Snyder because it meant they could use all the tools 

of narrative journalism to report an in-depth story that featured twists, turns, 

tangents and suspense along the way.

After a year of reporting, with Koenig as host/reporter and Snyder as editor, Serial 

became a sensation.  Slate headlined “Serial is Like Nothing I’ve Ever Heard or 

Watched Before”; Buzzfeed wrote “Serial is the Best New Crime Drama (And It’s 

Not on TV)”; and  The New Yorker declared Serial “the podcast we’ve been waiting 

for.”  Among other honors, Serial won the 2014 Peabody Award, the first time the 

award has been given to a podcast.

“An audio game-changer, this 

compelling, multi-episode 

podcast closely examined the 

evidence against an 18-year-old 

facing a life sentence for murder, 

illuminating disturbing flaws in 

the justice system along the way. 

The first unquestionably 

mainstream podcast, it has been 

downloaded nearly 60 million 

times.”

—Peabody Awards

Steven Barclay Agency
12 Western Avenue
Petaluma,  Cal i fornia 94952
tel   7 0 7 . 7 7 3 . 0 6 5 4
fax  7 0 7 . 7 7 8 . 1 8 6 8
info@barclayagency .com
www.barclayagency .com

Useful L inks For More Information: 

http://barclayagency.com

http://www.barclayagency.com/site/speaker/julie-snyder

P
h

o
to

: 
 E

li
se

 B
er

ge
rs

o
n

updated march 9, 2016


